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OSD DECLASSIFICATION/RELEASE INSTRUCTIONS ON FILE

MEMORANDUM FOR: General Maxwell D. Taylor, The White House
The Honorsble John A, McCane, Director,- ¢ @
Central Intelligence Agency <
The Honorable U. Alexis Jolmsan, Department
of State

SUBJECT: Interaction of U. 8. Action in the U, N. with U, 8. Satellite
Reconnaigsance Activities (8)

At the April § meeting, the 5412 Group deferred until April 12
consideration of Btate's proposal to register all U, 8. space launchings
regardless of how long in orbit. State also took the position that the
matter of clandestine launches should be considered geparately on its
own merits,

I do not believe that this question af launch registration can be
fully considered as a separate igsue, out of context with our satellite
reconnaisgance developments and plans. The question of clandestine
launches is entirely different if considered after establighing the prece~
dent of registering all launches. The registry matter also could have :
a serious impact upon the possible use of decoys to cope with active o
countermeasuyes. If wounld seem, therefore, that we should consider ’
all agpects of registry and other U. N, matters in the full context of
our satellite reconnaissance program. '

I also note that, at State's initiative, some working level staff
consideration is being given to the question of our national policy con-
cerning satellite reconnaigsance, with emphasis on moving these
activities away from aeorecy toward “openness' along the lines of our

NASA apaca pmgram. I fe 0 mve a questio; ahould receive

earliest. It will then be'relativexy mmple, and mh aafar, fur 8.
actions in various arenas to be prepared in accordance with this policy.
Some posgible steps, considered separately, can have a serious and
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far-reaching impact. The serious agpects are often not apparent when
considered separately, especially when the explanation of objections
must be somewhat superficial to avoid disclosure of sensitive matters
of higher classification. Some possible steps are algo irreversible,
and once taken, completely preclude many future actions. This matter
is one of some urgency, since meetings are now in session or will
shortly begin in several concerned aspects of space and digarmament
questions.

Accordingly, I enclose a proposed paper, prepared by Dr, Charyk,
entitled "National Policy on Satellite Reconnaissance,” and I recommend
that the 5412 Group consider and settle this basic question of policy prior
to any action on the several separate but related mattera such as U, N,
registration,

Signed

ROSWELL L. GILPATRIC
Deputy Secretary of Defense

1 Enclosure _
Nat, Policy on Sat. Recon.,
dtd 10 April 62

Copy to: Mr., McGeorge Bundy,
The White House
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